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Greetings Everyone. Kia Ora Koutou

Last week it was a travesty to see a young member of our 
community making an irrational decision which put the life of a 
caring educator at risk and his fellow students in danger. I have 
been in education for 17 years and I have noticed a marked 
change in societies values over the last decade. I am amazed at 
some of the violent TV programmes, movies and games that 
children are now allowed to view and play in the home setting. 
This variety of media has allowed violence and aggression to 
quickly becoming a norm in our society which is unacceptable. I 
am shocked when I chat with some learners and hear of the MTV 
music videos that they are watching at home and at friends 
houses. I am  concerned with the lyrics of many of the songs that 
children listen to today and the links to gangs, violence, 
arrogance and the degrading of others to make ones self look 
better. I urge all families to review what their child is viewing, 
listening to and playing. Does this media align with your family 
values? When your child goes to a friendÕs house, what games 
are they playing, music they are listening to and what are they 
watching on TV? If your child is surfing the net, what are they 
viewing? If they have a mobile phone, what messages are they 
sending and receiving? As a community and as individual 
families, we need to look carefully at what we are beginning to 
accept as ÔnormalÕ in the eyes of our young citizens. Discuss 
with your child what they should do and who they should talk 
with if/when they see or hear something that isnÕt appropriate for 
children or isnÕt acceptable to your values. 

Term 2 sees a focus on Numeracy and literacy for all students. 
Inside this edition of the Primary Press, you can read an 
overview of the mathematical strategy and knowledge that we 
teach to learners along with support we give readers. We are 
excited to announce that our performing Arts Centre is open and 
running. Thanks to Colin Oomen for his work in the setting up of 
this wonderful learning facility which will see classes, groups 
and individuals having access to some of the best musical 
equipment available.

Remember to increase the amount of fruit, and vegies over the 
coming months to strengthen students immune systems as 
winter kicks into gear.

Have a great fortnight of learning... Brett Larsen-Principal.       
principal@tepukeprimary.school.nz
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Fresh Moves Dance Festival -  We have a team of about 30 Fresh Move dancers who have been 
practising hard over the last few  weeks preparing for our big night at BayCourt Theatre on 
Wednesday 9 June.  Children auditioned in Term One and spent the first few  weeks coming up 
with ideas for music and dance moves. We now  have the music organised, the dance moves in 
sequence and a team of fantastic parents making costumes.  The dancers would like to thank our 
fabulous PTA for subsidising our Fresh Moves souvenir t shirts. Tickets are now  available, and 
selling fast, through BayCourt if you are interested in attending the Fresh Moves Dance Festival.

Literacy Support - The Creative Critters are very  pleased to have Caroline Giles Hansen training 
as a Reading Recovery  Teacher. She works with individual children every  morning here at TPPS to 
accelerate their reading and writing progress. When these children progress to their expected 
levels, other children join the programme. Throughout the school we have extra support and 
programmes for all of our students needing assistance in improving their literacy. We access 3 
Resource Teachers of Learning and Behaviour (RTLB) with Barbara Kelly  being our on site 
specialist, Supplementary  Learning Support (SLT) teacher Yvonne McGillan, Toni Palareit who is 
our Resource Teacher of Literacy, Tanya Oomen who works with children with special learning 
needs, Kirsty  Ellis Smith who works with our ESOL children from other countries learning English 
and last but by  no means least, the 12 superb  teacher aides who are in class everyday supporting 
teachers and learners in Literacy  and Numeracy. As you can see, we have every  available human 
resource we can working with our learners here at TPPS. Thanks to those parents that came along 
to last night!s information evening focussing on boys reading. It was a pleasure to work with you.

Young Leaders: Day By Corbin Morrison: On Monday, 
17th of May, Maruki, Corbin, Trevarn, Hannah, Emma B., 
Kataraina, Mollie and Sky went to the National Young 
Leaders Day  in Rotorua. It was held at the Energy  Centre 
and there were more than 3000 students attending. 
Throughout the day we had various speakers e.g. Nick 
Tuatasi, Pat Buckley, Dayna Vawdrey  and Rob Harley. Nick 
told us how our thoughts can inßuence our whole life: our 
thoughts become our words, that become our actions, that 
become our habits, that become our character and this 
becomes our destiny. Lisa Tamati showed a video of how 
she ran the Death Valley Desert race: nearly 300km in heat 
of more than 50 degrees. This proved that you can do anything you want by  believing it and 
working very hard to reach your goal.  Pat Buckley talked about his life of drugs and alcohol 
addiction and that he realised that it is ok to ask for help. He said that our choices determine our 
destination. Dayna Vawdrey  spoke to us about the 40 Hour Famine and how being a leader really 
means caring for others. Rob Harley told us to decide whether our mistakes in life make us "bitter 
or better!. In between we played games with big balls; teachers and their students had an eating 
and balloon competition on the stage. Although it was a bit formal and serious, we had an 
interesting day. For photos go to http://www.ßickr.com/photos/halogennz/sets/
72157623953357473/

Prompt  Payments Please - As a school, we are one of the few  that don!t have any school fees. 
From time to time, we do ask for money  for the cost of school trips, sports fees, etc as these are 
extra. For any  extra activity  costs, we do ask that payment be in quickly  so that bookings, dates 
and events can be Þnalised. Feel free to contact your child!s teacher or their sports coordinator if 
you wish to discuss any payment options or matters. 

Wacky Hair Day - Thanks to all of those children and their families who donated to the Westpac 
Trust Helicopter appeal for our Mufti Day today. It was a lot of fun for the children and the staff. 
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Our Numeracy Programme-  Our school Maths programme has 
changed markedly  in the last 2 years to now align with the National 
Numeracy Framework. You will have heard from your teacher this 
year of the "StageÓ that your child is at. Below is a exert from 
www.nzmaths.co.nz  which provides a little more information of 
these stages and some of the strategies that we are teaching 
students. Beyond these, the school also teaches the strands of 
measurement, geography, statistics and algebra. Contact your 

child's teacher and get an update of your child's learning stage. Log onto 
www.nzmaths.co.nz/frames/Families/Activities.aspx to get activities which align to 
your child's current level.

-------------------------------------------

There are two sections to the Number Framework. The Strategy section describes  the 
processes  students  use to solve problems  involving numbers - how they work things out. 
The Knowledge section describes the key items about number that children know and can 
recall quickly.

The Strategy Section - The Strategy section of the Number Framework describes  a series 
of stages that children progress through as they develop their understanding of a range of 
strategies for solving number problems. There are three areas, or 'domains' within the 
Strategy section, which describe a child's ability to solve different types of problems 
(additive, multiplicative and proportional). Your child is likely to be learning a broad range 
of strategies in their classroom mathematics  programme. There are eight stages 
altogether, with the first three often grouped together:

¥ Stage 0-3: Counting from One  - children can solve problems by counting from 
one, either using materials or in their head.

¥ Stage 4: Advanced Counting  - children can solve problems by counting in ones, 
or by skip counting, starting from numbers other than one.

¥ Stage 5: Early Additive  - children can solve simple problems by splitting up and 
adding together the numbers in their head.

¥ Stage 6: Advanced Additive  - children use a range of different methods to solve 
more challenging problems in their head.

¥ Stage 7: Advanced Multiplicative  - children use a range of different methods to 
solve multiplication and division problems in their head.

¥ Stage 8: Advanced Proportional  - children can solve complicated problems 
involving fractions, decimals and percentages using a combination of methods.

The Knowledge Section-  The Knowledge section is usually broken down into five areas, 
referred to as 'domains': Numeral Identification, Number Sequence and Order, Grouping/
Place Value, Basic Facts, and Written Recording. We have provided a collection of 
suggested activities that parents and families can use, grouped under three domains:

¥ Number IdentiÞcation and Order  - activities to help children learn to read 
numbers and know the order of numbers.

¥ Place Value  - activities to help children learn how 10s, 100s, 1000s, tenths, 
hundredths, thousandths etc are used.

¥ Number Facts  - activities that will help children learn their addition, subtraction, 
multiplication and division facts.
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Fruit For Hungry Minds and Bodies - Don’t let that extra citrus fruit or 
kiwifruit go to waste. Our learners love fruit and we welcome any food 
donations. Simply drop off bags or boxes of fruit at the front office which 
we will distribute to the students.

Safe Travelers - We have sadly  noticed that there are a large number of pre school students 
traveling in cars that aren!t wearing seat belts or aren!t in safety/booster seats. Your child is the 
most precious gift in the world and it will only take a small touch on the brakes for  them to become 
injured or for them to injure somebody else. Please look after your child and abide by the law. 

Dynamic Drop Off!s - Thanks to those parents that drop off their child from their car on our 
Cameron Rd drop off bay  in the morning and then pick them up at the end of the rugby  Þeld at 
3.00pm. You make our school and roads around TPPS safe for our pedestrians.

Wednesday May 26- Gals, Girls and a Good Read.  
Thursday May 27-Blokes, Boys and Books.  

Both events start at 5.30 with sport and games, 6.00 for fish and chips (bring $5) and then 
reading to and with each other from 6.15 - 7.00pm in the MLC. Come along for a fun night 
of family time. Uncles, Aunties, Grandparents etc all welcome to join in the fun if parents 

arenÕt available.

Thanks to Subway Te Puke - We would once again like to thank Peter and 
Debbie at Subway Te Puke for their sponsorship of our Positive Playground 
Pupil programme. Pop down with your family and enjoy the great Subs and 
food available. Great variety and a healthy choice. If  you are having a 
gathering, call them and talk about one of their platters which are fantastic 
value for money. Call 5734111 or go to www.subway.co.nz

New Sandpit  Toys- Thanks to the PTA who have donated new sandpit toys . It was hard to tell 
who was having more fun with the new diggers, Mr Larsen, Mr Oomen, Mr Bickford or the kids!!

Mothers Day Rafße Winner- Congratulations to Kirsty Ellis Smith who won the PTA Rafße and the 
$125 Pamper Pack from Christina Porteous and Country  Lane. Our thanks once again to our ever 
wonderful PTA for their organisation of this rafße.

Happenings over the next 2 Weeks at TPPS 

Monday May 24.  BOT meeting at 6.30 pm
Wednesday May 26- Gals, Girls and a Good Read.  5.30pm
Thursday May 27-Blokes, Boys and Books. 5.30 pm
Friday May 28 - Celebration Assembly led by the students from the Future Force-Years 3 and 4. 
Come and join in the fun at 2.15pm in the hall.
Friday June 4 - School Cross Country. All year levels. 1.15 pm start on the field. Sausage sizzle 
starts at 12.15. Family fun. Come along and cheer for your kids and grab lunch.
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TPPS Parent Information Evenings
Thanks to those parents that attended our recent ICT and boys reading evenings. It is our 

pleasure to provide these for you. The feedback we have had back from parents who 
attended these and other evenings has been fantastic. Make sure that you come along to 

any information evenings in the near future if you haven!t attended recent events. 
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