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School Mission 
Te Puke Primary School exists to provide learning  

environments of excellence that maximise the  
potential of all students. 

School Vision 
Students will be active learners who strive for  

excellence through the development and application of skills, 
strategies, knowledge and values. 

Dear parents, caregivers and whanau. 
What a superb start to 2010 it has been. TPPS has a new lease of life with 
the classroom modernization, new E Learning Centre (ELC) and new 
Performing Arts Centre (The PAC House) soon to open. The teachers 
have been busy collecting information on your children and are planning 
and implementing educational programmes to meet their needs. The work 
that the staff, students, parents and community have put in over the last 
18 months has seen our school roll flourishing. This time last year, we 
started with 206 students. This year we have started with an amazing 253 
which is 12 students short of where we finished in December of 2009. It is 
fantastic to see the community excited about the developments and the 
quality of learning and fun here at TPPS. We are pleased to announce 
that with an increase in numbers, we have managed to keep our class 
sizes as small as possible to ensure the best learning conditions for all 
students.  
 
It was wonderful to see so many of you over the last few weeks at our 
Meet the Teacher night and at the Whanau meeting. A key component of 
an effective education for your child is the partnership and the communi-
cation that exists between parents and the teacher. Feel free to call or 
email and make an appointment for a meeting with your child‟s teacher 
regularly throughout the year. The next important meeting for parents 
is on Wednesday 10 March and Thursday 11 March for parent/
teacher interviews. At this meeting, the teacher will present you with their 
findings from the start of year testing. They will share with you your child‟s 
strengths as well as areas of needed improvement. Together, you will 
formulate a team plan of action to ensure that your child‟s needs are being 
met both at school and at home. These individual learning plans are then 
reviewed mid year. Please find enclosed in this newsletter a booking 
sheet for times and days.  
 
A reminder that my door is always open so please feel free to come in and 
ask any questions, share any problems or share and celebrate  what 
make TPPS such a wonderful place for your child and their friends. 

 
Brett Larsen– principal@tepukeprimary.school.nz 

Community Notices 
Gymnastics  Te Puke Gymnastic Club. 27 Station Road. Enrol now for Term 1. Boys and Girls. Recreational and 
Competitive. Pre-school. Enquiries Ph: Kelly 573 5360 
 
Barnardos Early Learning Centre, Te Puke: Our community based centre offers high quality care and educa-
tion for children aged 2-5. Monday to Friday 8.00-5.00.  Ph: 07 5737735 for enquires or drop in for a visit. 
 
Te Puke Junior Football  Club: 2010 registrations will be received up until 27th February.. Forms available 
and payment made at Sportsworld Te Puke. Enquires: ph Anne 573 6812 GIRLS ! Are you 5,6,7,or 8 years old 
this year?  Register now for Girls League Mini Football.  Girls playing girls.  Ph Anne  5736812 or Lyn 
5737642.  All games in Te Puke, term 2 and 3. 

Hiwi The Kiwi Road Show here at TPPS next week- The New Zealand Big Game 
Fishing Council Inc (NZBGFC) is proud to introduce the Hiwi the Kiwi Goes Fishing 
project to TPPS. With New Zealand being a country where you are never far from 
the sea, the NZBGFC believes that it is best to educate our children from an early 
age on how to best enjoy, manage, protect and preserve our marine environment. 
Mark de Lacy aka "The Minstrel" and Hiwi the Kiwi will entertain, educate and in-
spire the children all about  the joys of fishing, safety in the water, conservation and 
sustainability of our fish and shell fish here in the BOP and across NZ. Go to 
www.hiwithekiwi.co.nz for more information. 

Board of Trustees Elections 2010.– Soon we will be sending information to all homes seeking 
nominations for those that wish to be on the Te Puke Primary School Board of Trustees. We have 
an active and future focussed Board that work in a positive and proactive partnership with Brett 
Larsen and the staff to ensure that a quality education is provided for the student here at TPPS. 
Being a member of the Board is a wonderful opportunity and responsibility, particularly with TPPS 
developing and evolving in many ways over the last year. If you are interested in being a member 
of the Board of Trustees, you can go to www.nzsta.org.nz or you can cal an existing member of our 
Board for more information. 

Eunice Williams– 5734548 
Steve Butler– 5734447 

Rachel Walling-5734140 
Rebecca Wichmann-5735711 

Shelley Monk– 5736813 
Karen Scott-5737434 
Brett Larsen- 5737434 

Reading Fun Nights for Boys and Girls– In 2009, the Blokes, Boys 
and Books nights were an absoluter smash hit. Blokes and their boys 
spent time playing sport, sharing a meal and then reading books in 
the MLC. There has been a cry from the trenches for the same to 
happen for our young lady readers and their Mum‟s/Caregivers after 
our boys had so much fun with their Dad‟s/caregivers. We are 
pleased to announce a girls and a boys night for reading and fun 
here at TPPS to develop further our children's love of books. Come 

along and have fun on the evenings. An order form for fish and chips will be coming home in 
week 4.  The dates and times for the evenings are as follows 
 

―Gals, Girls and a Good Read‖ 5.45pm—7.00pm Wed 3 March in the TPPS MLC 
―Blokes, Boys and Books‖ 5.45pm-7.00pm. Thursday 4 March in the MLC 
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Welcome Back to School from the Board of Trustees 
Welcome to all Te Puke Primary School families for the 2010 year.  This year is shaping up to be another exciting 
year with many of the new initiatives and plans beginning to take shape. The Board is committed to the 
schools strategic vision of improving teaching and learning environments with the classroom renovations, the new 
Electronic Learning Centre(ELC) and all the new computers throughout the school. It is wonderful to see 
the Performance Learning Centre (PLC) coming together, this room will be used for music instruction, dance, drama, 
Kapahaka, syndicate singing, rock band, and digital music creation. If you haven't had an opportunity to view these 
new great features please take the time to have a look as these are a great asset for our school. The Board's focus 
on excellence and success in the first four years of formal education is evident by funding six teacher aides to sup-
port learners in the classroom and increase learning time with an adult. We firmly believe in supporting our teaching 
staff to enable them to give quality teaching to all pupils so each and every student is given the best opportunities to 
achieve to their full potential. I would like to encourage anyone interested in joining the Board to put their names 
forward for the up coming elections, it is a very rewarding and exciting time at the moment with all the upgrading and 
new initiatives.  Our 2010 draft charter is available for viewing at the front office and we welcome your feedback and 
ideas as to the school future over the next 3-5 years. Feel free to contact myself or Brett Larsen. Eunice Williams. 
Board Chair. February BOT meeting:  Monday 22 February, 7.00pm @ TPPS Board Room. 

Flipperball– We are excited to announce that we have entered 2 Flipper Ball (Kids Water Polo) 

teams into the Papamoa Competition. Thanks to Debbie Milbanke and Lynda Massey for their 

organisation, coaching and management of these teams.   

Mathematics Websites- One of our academic targets for 2010 is to improve our students ability 
in the basic operations of mathematics. Technology can assist in the learning process. There are 
some fantastic web sites out there now with free software which you can use online or download. 
Here are a few to use at home 
http://www.tki.org.nz/r/wick_ed/maths/interactives.php 
http://www.coolmath4kids.com/ 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/websites/4_11/site/numeracy.shtml 

http://www.kidzone.ws/math/ 

Alternatively, go to our school web site at www.tepukeprimary.school.nz and click on 

„Education Links for Learning‟ from the home page. 

PTA–AGM and first meeting of the year being held on Tuesday 23 February followed by wine and nibbles to 

welcome new parents to our community. We have a fantastic PTA whose focus is on providing fun and 

further opportunities for the great kids here at TPPS. For details contact Jenny Wotten on 5735464 

School Photos– Monday 8 March– Info packs coming home soon 

Mufti Day– Celebration of Culture 

Come along dressed for fun based on a  

Nation or Culture.  

Gold coin donation 

Friday 26 February 

Fun, Fun, Fun!!! 
Funds to go to the Haiti Disaster 

The Best Possible Start Here At TPPS: As you will have read in your first newsletter, we are 

committed to ensuring that our children have the best possible start to their education in the first 

few years of their education here at TPSS. We have employed a teacher aide for each of our Yr 

1 and 2 classes who supports the teacher in working with all children in Numeracy and Literacy. 

We also have teacher aides working in our Year 3 and 4 classes to support students. Through 

this extra support we will see all of our students being academic ACHIEVER‟s across the “3-

R‟s” 

Enrichment Programmes Started: Our new enrichment programmes has 

started. Each Thursday in Term 1, Colin Oomen, Barbra Walker and Suz-

anne Hartley work with students across the 3 syndicates who show real 

strength in Science, literacy and maths. The children undergo an 8 week 

programme which will enhance and extend them further with a small group 

of other children. In term 2, 3 and 4 other teachers will lead this initiative in 

other curriculum areas. The aim is to offer enrichment programmes across a 

broad range of academic, social and cultural areas so that we develop well rounded students. 

Should you have any queries about the programme, please contact Brett Larsen. 

Top Schools-  Anaru Bickford has been a busy man over the last few weeks as he looks to 

set the kids up for success at this years Top Schools being held at Paengaroa Primary on Sun-
day 14 March.. Our team of competitors will once again battle it out in a day of fun. Catherine 
Banks has the TPPS cheerleading squad looking sharp as they prepare to lead the way on the 
sideline supporting our top athletes. Come along on the day and support our team at this won-
derful community event. All queries to Anaru Bickford here in Room 4 or call on 5737434. 

National Standardsɀ At the moment all students are working their way through tests so that 
teachers have accurate information. From this, specific educational programmes are being devel-
oped to ensure that your child progresses. Many of you will have heard or read of the National Stan-
ÄÁÒÄÓȢ 4×ÉÃÅ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÍÅÅÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒ ÔÏ 
ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÐÒÏÇÒÅÓÓ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÅØÐÅÃÔÅÄ ÌÅÖÅÌȾÓÔÁÎÄÁÒÄ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÁÌÓÏ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÉÎÇ ς ÒÅÐÏÒÔÓȢ 
For more information on the National Standards, go to www.national.org.nz/education 

Are You Eco Friendly?–Have the school newsletter emailed to you and your family along with 

any other notices. Simply email Karen here at office@tepukeprimary.school.nz and she will 

add you to our list. You can also go online and download our newsletters from our website while 

accessing archived newsletters that you may have misplaced at home. 

TPPS Kapahakaɀ Every Thursday from 2.15pmɂ4.00pm. Contact Alison Wharerahi 
on 5733362 for details or Anaru Bickford here at school. 

Thinking about learning– Instead of asking your child “What did you „do‟ to-
day?” ask them “What did you „learn‟ today?” Go further and ask them “Why do 
you need to learn this?” and even go one step further and ask “So what do you 
think you will learn tomorrow that builds on today‟s learning? This will help them 
to develop their learning skills so that they understand the what and why of their 
daily learning and their deeper level thinking skills. 

www.tepukeprimary.school.nz 

http://www.tki.org.nz/r/wick_ed/maths/interactives.php
http://www.coolmath4kids.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/websites/4_11/site/numeracy.shtml
http://www.kidzone.ws/math/
http://images.google.co.nz/imgres?imgurl=http://br.hpisd.org/Portals/7/Teacher%2520Files/Lanning/math.gif&imgrefurl=http://br.hpisd.org/Default.aspx%3Ftabid%3D2730&usg=___eNa3I4nulCKyeDqaPL5qg1XhUk=&h=290&w=370&sz=12&hl=en&start=10&um=1&tbnid=Afk9wRwKzYb

