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School Mission 
Te Puke Primary School exists to provide learning  

environments of excellence that maximise the  
potential of all students. 

School Vision 
Students will be active learners who strive for  

excellence through the development and application of skills, 
strategies, knowledge and values. 

Dear parents, caregivers and whanau. 
 
This term, the teaching team is focusing on developing creativity in 

students. Creativity opens so many opportunities in your child's devel-

opment that will increase their intellectual and social abilities. Creativity 

enables children to view their world and situations from a variety of 

angles. As adults, we know that employers look for creative people to 

join their team. We encourage families to be creative with their child at 

home as this will set them up for success at many levels later in life. 

End of year assessments will soon be taking place. Thanks for all the 

great work from parents and families who have put aside this nightly 

time as it is making a real difference for  TPPS ACHIEVERôs. We ask 

you to continue to read with your child and spend time on the basic 

facts in maths throughout the week. We are seeing a direct correlation 

between student success for those children who are spending quality 

learning time at home on a nightly basis during the week.  

Just to let you know we have had a number of children from Room 

Three reported in sick with Chicken Pox over the last few days. If your 

child appears to be suffering from a head ache, high fever or running 

nose, coughing and sneezing this could be the starting symptoms of 

the Chicken Pox, in which case it may be wise to keep them at home.  

Children who catch Chicken Pox need to be kept at home for one week 

from the time the first spots/rash appeared. 

In the coming weeks I look forward to sharing with you the findings of 
our schoolôs August Education Review Office visit. The final report will 
soon be posted to the school and we will be sending out to a you a 
summarised copy detailing the quality of teaching, learning and oppor-
tunities here at TPPS.  
 
Have a great week of learning everyone - Brett Larsenï Principal 

From the Te Puke Health Nurse: Sore throats matter! An untreated sore throat can lead to Rheumatic fever, a serious 
disease which can result in permanent heart damage.  

A Streptococcal bacterial throat infection (óstrep throatô) can cause a reaction which leads to rheumatic fever. 

Rheumatic fever is preventable and you can help by raising awareness in your school community that óSore 

Throats Matterô  

If a child complains of a sore throat make sure they get checked by a doctor.  

If a óstrep throatô is diagnosed, the doctor will usually prescribe a 10 day course of antibiotics  

Take all the antibiotics exactly as prescribed so all the strep bugs are killed and rheumatic fever is prevented 

By taking sore throats seriously, we can help prevent life long illness and suffering for our tamariki.  

For further information go to www.toiteorapublichealth.govt.nz and click on Our Environment.  

New Entrants-A Blurb from R14 and their teacher Denise Henson- Hi everyone. Our roll has quickly 
grown and it is a busy and fun place.  It is wonderful to see the more established children helping new 
class mates settle into school life. It is great to see our newest ACHIEVERs stepping up and becoming 
great leaders. Our mornings are kept busy learning phonics, handwriting, story writing and reading. Last 
week saw our first week of spelling with improvements being seen in children already as a result.  We 
spend the afternoon on maths, music, topic and PE. Our óbig ideaô for this term is animals which will lead 
to our fantastic trip of the Hamilton Zoo on the 19th November. It will be amazing, we canôt wait. This 
week we also start practicing for the Junior Athletics which will include high jump, long jump, ball throw-
ing and running. We have a very exciting term ahead. To the parents of Room 14 children, I love being 
their teacher. All of your children have come to school with different abilities and experiences and I see 
them all learning and becoming more confident every day. You should be very proud. Denise 

Senior Camp: The Unstoppables are starting to get all excited and ready for their camp in Week 8. There 
is a multitude of activities that they will be doing when they go to Tui Ridge in Rotorua. For more informa-
tion on the camp facilities, go to www.tuiridgepark.co.nz. A reminder that money and permission slips 
should have been received by your child's class teacher. Feel free to contact Colin Oomen should you 
have any queries. 

The Sport Report- What a fantastic term of sport we have had. Winter is well and truly behind us so itôs 
time to get involved in sport this summer. Te Puke Primary School offers a wide range of sporting oppor-
tunities so thereôs something for everyone! 
 
This term saw Te Puke Primary School enter a Flipper Ball team for the first time. The Te Puke Primary 
Terriers tore it up at the grading matches and secured themselves a place in the A Grade this year. 
Thank you to all the parents who are supporting this new and exciting sport at our school. Games are 
held at the Papamoa community pools on Sundays around lunchtime. In New Zealand summer and 
cricket go hand in hand. It has been fantastic seeing so many students being involved in cricket this year. 
T.P.P.S will be fielding a team at this yearôs cricket mini world cup. The tournament is at Waipuna Park on 
the 18th of November. 
 
Thanks to the extreme effort of Lyn Govenlock there is now a Monday afternoon cricket tournament for 
girls year 3 to 6. There has been a huge response to this opportunity. Matches are held from 4pm. Year 
3 and 4 play at Fairhaven while the Year 5 and 6 games take place at Te Puke Intermediate. Volleyball 
is well underway again thanks to Karen Murray. Karen has given up her time to coach both the Termina-
tors and the Bulldogs. Games are held on Fridays at the Te Puke Sports Rugby Club. 
 
For the past fortnight Rooms 2 and 4 have been working closely with Year 10 students from Te Puke 
High School. To help the older students with their N.C.E.A marks this term, both classes volunteered to 
take part in a wide range of Physical Education Activities. The highlight was having lessons in the High 
Schoolôs heated pool. Thank you to everybody involved. 
 

This term our organised morning tea game is Tails. Tails is a high energy game that is simple to play. We 

play tails on the hockey field every morning tea. Congratulations to team Oooosh who remain undefeated. 

http://www.toiteorapublichealth.govt.nz/


An ACHIEVER Who Loves Mathematics and the Power of The Internet 
 

Mathletics: Itôs Wonderful!  Written by Harryï Year 1 
Mathletics is like a game but it is teaching you.  It makes learning 
really enjoyable.  I like it because itôs quick.  Mathletics make you 
really smart at maths.  When your teacher does maths, itôs much eas-
ier.  Mathletics helps me to understand maths better.  I recommend 
mathletics to other kids, especially those ones who donôt understand 
maths so well. Go to www.mathletics.co.nz 

Whanau Fun Evening Organised by the TPPS Whanau Group  

On Thursday November 26 our Whanau group will be celebrating the return of summer with a Whanau Fun Night.  The night looks to kick off with our Kapahaka group performing at 5pm, followed by 

various sporting activities and a picnic on the field or alternatively grab a free sausage off the BBQ. It will be a fantastic opportunity for Whanau to come together and support our students. We will 

finish at 7.30pm.  So mark the date and time on your calendar and keep an eye out for more information to follow.  See you there!  If you have any queries in regards to this event please get in touch 

with Anna McAlpine in Room 8.  

TPPS Students are Community Art Winners: Students from Room 2 in the Senior School 
(The Unstoppables), recently entered the óCreative Te Pukesô photographic competition. We 
are very proud to announce that many of our students were winners. Last year, Miss 
Paulsen did a similar photography unit which the students were very proud of. This year, 
they have taken it a step further and the pictures look fantastic. Their works can be viewed 
in the school office area and at www.creativetepukeforum.multiply.com. Congratulations 
goes to Daniel Versteeg, Nikki Thwaites, Eric Pulman, Cruise Clark and Tame King on their 
winning entries. Congratulations on being ACHIEVERôs team!! 

International Exam Success: Yet again, Te Puke Primary School has had success in the 
International Competitions and Assessment in Schools (ICAS) competition. A group of TPPS 
students entered into the Australian based English and Mathematics exams. It was wonderful 
to see a lift in the results of the Mathematics for TPPS compared to previous years which is a 
result of the schoolôs focus on Numeracy school wide in 2009. Thanks to all of those parents 
that put in many hours of work also with their child at home. Congratulations to Lauchlan 
Murray who received a Distinction in English which sets him amongst the top 15 percent of 
students who sat this exam. Congratulations to our Year 6 students who are also ahead of the 
national average in these exams.  
              English Results                                            Mathematics Results 

Distinction Lauchlan Murray 

 Credit 4 

Participation 13 

Future Force Focus and Fun 
Otanewainuku- The Future Force (Years 3 and 4) experienced the wonders of the bush 
first hand on their visit to Otanewainuku last Wednesday.  We had an Otanewainuku Kiwi 
Trust leader attached to each class and their knowledge of the flora and the animals was 
soaked up by our students.   The students accepted the challenge of climbing the 
"mountain" and their enthusiasm for the task made it easier to get to the top than we had 
anticipated!  Well done kids.  What a great view from the trig at the summit! Thanks very 
much to the willing parent helpers and our amazing teacher aides for your encouragement 
to the students all the way.  Thanks also to the Otanewainuku Trust leaders, Carole Long 
and Ruth and Trevor Hughes - patient to the end! 
Green Fingers of the Future Force- Rooms 7 & 8 are utilising the garden area outside 

their classrooms to prove that it is not  difficult to grow your own vegetables.  Room 8's broc-
coli and silver beet is looking absolutely mouthwatering at the moment.  They still have let-
tuces, celery, peppers and cabbages coming on.  Room 7 were late starters but the lettuce 
is developing well and hopefully by the end of the term all of the salad vegetables will be 
ready to be put onto bread to make some delicious salad sandwiches.  The students are 
responsible for the gardens and they feel very proud when they see the vegetables growing. 

Roll up, Roll up, Get your popcorn!    

We little Creative Critters from Room 11 and 12 have 

been selling popcorn to fundraise for our upcoming trip 

to Hamilton Zoo.  We made a lot of bags of popcorn and 

sold them to our hungry school mates.  Yum Yum!!!  

Credit 10 

Participation 7 

Maui Show-Tuesday 15 December 6:30pm- Join the pupils of Rooms 1, 15 and the Senior School 
singers as they collaborate to celebrate the adventures of the mis-
chievous, magical Maui with songs, instruments, dance, haka, poi and 
rakau routines.  On the side stage see Mr Ernest quiz his pupils in 
preparation for a Maori legend test. On the main stage see Te Ika rise 
out of the sea, be amazed as Maui tames the terrible taniwha, helps 
his brothers to slow Te Ra and tries to trick Mahuika and most impor-
tantly learns lessons about being a hero. Donôt miss this entertaining 
musical written by Suzanne Hartley to be presented before the Senior 
prize giving. This will be held at The Orchard Church with a gold coin 
donation at the door.  

www.tepukeprimary.school.nz/Newsletters.htm  


