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School Mission  
Te Puke Primary School exists to provide learning  

environments of excellence that maximise the  
potential of all students.  

School Vision  
Students will be active learners who strive for  

excellence through the development and application of skills, 
strategies, knowledge and values.  

Dear parents, caregivers and whanau.  
World Teachers Day is being held next week on Friday October 30. You 
would all agree with me in saying that our teaching team here at TPPS 
create fantastic learning opportunities for all students in a  supportive learn-
ing environment. They all work incredibly hard to ensure that all children are 
ACHIEVERôs and that they are happy in their academic and social develop-
ment. Why not take the time to do something a little special to say thanks to 
your childôs teacher next week, they deserve it. 
 
As part of our strategic process over the last 15 months, staff and the Board 

have reviewed class makeupôs and our streamed model. After reviewing 

student academic data and considering our vision and goals for school wide 

student achievement, 2010 will see mixed classes at the junior, middle and 

senior level. This will see the classes being made up of Year 1 and 2, 3 and 

4, 5 and 6 students. This will see classes that arenôt streamed based on 

academic ability. This mixed model will see school grow and further en-

hance its strong tradition of academic excellence while broadening and 

enriching learning opportunities for all. A community meeting was held on 

Wednesday night outlining the programme of how our current enrichment 

class studentôs will continue to be successfully extended in 2010 and be-

yond. Teacherôs programmes will see a continuation of what already suc-

cessfully happens in all classes. At TPPS, studentôs needs are identified 

through testing and assessment, personal learning and social goals are set 

and students are taught in needs based groups. 2010 will also see some 

exciting new opportunities for the gifted and talented with specialised exten-

sion and withdrawal programmes throughout the year across all curriculum 

areas. Should you have any queries over the change and the mixed class 

model, please feel free to see myself or Colin Oomen.  

This term has already seen many firsts. In sport, we have started up our 
first flipper ball and touch rugby teams. We are establishing our first Envi-
ronmental group who are exploring how we can make TPPS more eco 
friendly as we work towards becoming an Enviroschool. 
(www.enviroschools.org.nz). We have our first Hip Hop group who will  be 
performing later this year at our first TPPS Xmas in the Park. You can keep 
up to date with all of these first and others by visiting the school website. 
 
Have a great week everyone éé.Brett Larsenï Principal  

                Library Term 4 News Flash  
New Library Teams!  
4 New Library Monitors are starting this term!  Roberta and Ojaswai have 
become Library Leaders and will each be leading a team of monitors.  
Roberta, Zivana and Aman call themselves óThe Bookwormsô and Ojaswai, 
Kataraina and Mollieôs team is called óThe Speedy Readersô!  Look out for the 
big smiles on their faces, the fantastic displays they will create and the in-
credibly tidy library we will have! 
New Zealand Book Month!  

October is New Zealand Book Month.  Mrs. Van Nijlen has a lovely NZ Book Month colour in page 
by NZ illustrator Nikki Slade Robinson and some brand new colouring in pencils. Drop in during 
lunch time and give it a go!  Look out for our special new book display next week.  It will be filled 
with new books written by our very own and talented New Zealand authors!   This week try to find 
and issue a library book with a New Zealand flag attached to it and you get to keep the flag!!!   
Book Fair  
On 4-5-6 November our school is having a Scholastic Book Fair!!  More information about when, 
where, what and how will be given closer to the date but now is a good time to get your hands out 
of your pockets and get some jobs done around the house to earn some extra pocket money!   

Reminders  
Senior Camp ï Fees and consent forms due now please to classroom teachers 
Junior Syndicate Zoo Trip ï Fundraising ideas to your child's teacher please 
Kapahakaï Practise every Thursdayï 4.30pmð5.30 pm 
Middle Syndicate Trip to Otanewainuku ï Wednesday October 28 
Whanau meeting ï A reminder that our Whanau meeting is at 5.00pm, next 
Thursday on October 29. The focus for this meeting is the organisation of the 
Whanau Fun Night being held on November 26 where our Maori community will 
come together for sport, kai, music, etc. 

Want to Play Cricket???? - Te Puke Junior Cricket -  contact Lyn Govenlock 5737642  
Milo Cricket   : Great for beginners .Starts Thursday 29th Oct 
                      : Cost $30 a season-Term 4 and Term 1. Give aways each week eg cap,ball etc 
                      : For girls and Boys 5-8 years. 
                      : 4pm -5pm 
Club cricket  : Register now, teams filling up fast. $35 Division 2 , $50 hard ball Div 1 

Your Childôs Safetyï As a staff, we are concerned by the number of parents that aren't ensuring their chil-
dren are wearing seatbelts. This has been observed by our teachers on crossing duties.  If you drive your 
child to school, please ensure that all passengers are belted in before driving in accordance with the law. It 
only takes a split second for an incident to occur which may see passengers becoming human missiles. 
Please don't let this be you or your child.  

Tsunami Mufti Day - $ 475 raised Yaaahoo!!! Thanks to you all for your support. For pho-
tos of the day, go to www.tepukeprimary.school.nz/Newsletters.htm  

 

 

 



Hip Hopï In the first week of school, the students were treated to a fantastic hip hop display put 
on by both Te Puke Intermediate and High School hip hop groups.  These very polished perform-
ances gave our students a taste of what they could achieve if they were lucky enough to be 
picked for our new T.P.P.S crew.  Around sixty students auditioned, mostly from the senior syndi-
cate, but we also had some year four students who showed how confident they were who also 
auditioned.  Our new hip hop crew (watch this space for their name in lights in the future) started 
rehearsing for their end of year performance last Tuesday and are excited about this learning 
opportunity.  Thank you to Sarah from Urban Dance and Jeremy from Te Puke High School for 
the hard work and help for our students.  If you have any queries in regards to our group, please 
contact Anna Mc Alpine in Room 8. 

Does your child have a Nana, Grandad, Koro, Uncle, Aunty etc who would love to read 

about their school? If so, email us their address and we will add them to our newslet-

ter emailing list. Contact us at tpps.office@enternet.co.nz  

Parent Support ï Thanks to Maree Cooper who hosted a Tupperware Party at TPPS last 
week and donated money to the school from profits made. If you would like Maree to host a 

party at your house, please contact her on 5735584 or 0274166697 

Bay Steamers Visit School On 
Tuesday, members of the Bay 
Steamers visited the school. They 
talked with our two rugby teams 
about being ACHIEVERôs before 
heading out to the field for a game 
of touch rugby and autographs. 
Bay Captain Colin Burke was a 
real highlight for the children along 
with fellow players Jason Hona 
and John Pareanga. Thanks once 
again to a TPPS school parent Phil Gower from Waste 
Management who arranged the event. 

Creative Team Names ï The staff and students have been creative and have come up with new 
syndicate names. The teams from now on will be known asé 
 
Senior Syndicate (Rooms 1, 2,3 and 4) now called THE UNSTOPPABLES  
 
Middle Syndicate (Rooms 6,7 and 8) now called the THE FUTURE FORCE  
 
Junior Syndicate (Rooms 11,12,13,14 and 15) now called THE CREATIVE CRITTERS 

Board of Trustees Meeting Report - October, 2009- We as a board are excited about ICT 

and property developments which over the Xmas break will see our school being up to date 

with the latest in learning and computer resources in 2010. We have reviewed several poli-

cies in our last few meetings which ensures that the school continues its great work in meet-

ing all Ministry regulations.  We have had in depth discussions about the proposed class 

make up for 2010 and are confident that all student needs will be catered for.  We are ex-

cited by the glowing draft report that we have viewed from the Education Office and look 

forward to celebrating this with you once the final copy is received. At our next meeting on 

Monday November 23, we will be reviewing progress and targets from 2009, discussing the 

2010 budget, identifying 2010 school wide priorities and finalising the staffing model for 2010 

to ensure that all of our children are ACHIEVERôs. If you would like to discuss any matters 

with the Board, feel free to view our web page in the school website or call our Board Chair-

person Eunice Williams on 5734548. 

Making a Difference in Our Community ï Congratulations to the Future Force who have 
made a difference in our community. Last week the donned gloves and went into the streets 
of Te Puke picking up litter. Their focus for this term is óOur Backyardò and as a syndicate, 
they want to make a difference as they learn about our environment.  

Summer Sports Available for Your Child  
Flipper Ball/Waterpolo ï Contact Debbie Milbanke from Room 6 at school. 
Volleyball ï Contact Anaru Bickford from Room 4 at school. 
Touch Rugby ï Contact Anaru Bickford at school. 
Cricket ï Contact Lyn of the Te Puke Junior Cricket Club (PTO)  

In School Reading Tutors ï 8 parents and community members are involved in a unique 
programme reading with our children in our junior and middle syndicates. 32 students will 
work in small groups and as individuals with these reading tutors who have been trained 
by Pauline Robinson and will be guided by our very own Suzanne Hartley. The pro-
gramme will support the teaching done in the classroom and provide students with more 
reading time with an adult. If you would like to be a part of this fun and rewarding pro-
gramme, contact Suzanne on 5737434 

Flipper Ball ï Our school has entered its first team into the Papamoa Competition of Flipper Ball. 
This is a modified version of Water Polo and is a fun sport to be a part of. The children had their 
grading games last Sunday at the Papamoa Pools where they went on to win all 3 games. Good 
luck for the rest of the season team!!! 

Information Communication Technology in Learning  
 
Blogging for Beginners: Free training for Parents and Families  
Exciting news!  We now have 6 classes blogging which involves the 
children sharing their learning online. Go to http://
www.tepukeprimary.school.nz/Student%20Home%20Page.htm. 
One of the huge pluses for blogging is that families and friends can 
place feedback to the children through the comment link.  This is a 
controlled environment where everything that is posted is first 
emailed to the class teacher for checking.  Karen Scott is offering a 
free 1 hour course to get you up and going so that you can support 
your child's learning. Come along, have a cuppa and learn how to 
post feedback on your childôs blog in The MLC, Thursday October 
29 from 3.30 to 4.30pm. 
 
Digital Learning Objects at TPPS - This term, 1 teacher in each syndicate is trialling the 
use of digital learning objects in their class.  These are online tools that have been devel-
oped by The Learning Federation to compliment teaching and learning in line with the New 
Zealand Curriculum.  We are looking forward to the feedback from the teachers and chil-
dren  in the trial classes as to how these interactive experiences  further enhance learning.  
Next year, our teachers will have online access to around 8000 indexed DLOs in their class-

rooms. 


